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Greening Estates — Creating Climate Resilient Spaces (Somers
Town)

Project introduction

Camden Council received Future Neighbourhoods 2030 (FN2030) funding in Phases 2 and
3 to work with residents to improve access to green spaces in Somers Town by
reinvigorating under-used housing estate land while increasing local climate resilience.
Phase 2 of the project focused on Levita House, a Grade Il listed building built between
1927 and 1931 that forms part of the historic Ossulston Estate on Chalton Street. Phase 3
focused on Walker House and Hadstock House, which are also part of the Ossulston
Estate, and Oakshott Court, a modernist housing estate on Polygon Road designed for
London County Council in 1976. The projects aimed to green the outdoor courtyard areas
of these estates in order to improve biodiversity, amenity provision, climate resilience and to
provide food growing and gardening opportunities to residents.

Phase 2 — Levita House North Courtyard

Significant greening was achieved in the North Courtyard including planting six new
trees. Existing planters that had been there for over 10 years were replaced as they were
rotten and contained low-value plants (evergreens). The FN2030 funding covered the main
works of installing in-ground planters and removing paving. However, due to the elevated
cost of removing old pavement, there was not enough funding to replace all the original
planters. As a result, residents felt like they had less greening than before, so the Tenants
and Residents Association, with support from Camden Council’s green team, applied for
additional funding from the District Management Committee at the Council. A grant of £20k
was awarded to the residents to undertake additional greening. They then worked with
Camden and Global Generation to install five raised planters and plant three additional
trees.

Phase 3 — Walker House

Walker House has a central courtyard area with four quadrants that previously contained
low-value amenity shrub planting. This project transformed one quadrant into species-rich
lawn and returned the other three quadrants to amenity lawn. Bee posts were installed in
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the lawn areas to support the conservation of solitary bees. Existing planting boxes that
were in disrepair were replaced with wooden planters for residents to maintain.

Phase 3 — Hadstock House

Camden Council worked with Global Generation and Central Saint Martins to transform an
unused green area of the estate to enable residents to grow food. Eight new growing beds
were installed, and Global Generation ran gardening sessions for residents. A ‘Mobile
Greening Workbench’ was created allowing gardening activities to move between estates.
This enabled residents to learn new skills and bring their gardening ideas to life such as
hanging baskets and bug hotels.

Phase 3 — Oakshott Court

At the time of writing, the plans for Oakshott Court were just being finalised, with delivery
due to commence in early 2026. The project is largely focused on improving the existing

planting in the courtyard and installing a green roof system on communal walkways with

water holding capacity.

Objectives

e Deliver estate-based green space improvements including new food growing space,
improved spaces for play/amenity and improvements to green spaces, helping to
increase climate resilience to local flooding or overheating in the summer.

e Support resident-led garden spaces through ongoing engagement and expansion
of ‘Postcode Gardener’ activities, supported by Global Generation. Although
the Postcode gardener role was funded through HS2 (High Speed Rail 2) assurance
funds, it was designed to deliver outcomes such as teaching residents how to grow,
developing skills, training garden hosts, volunteering and work experience, which
had a direct impact on maximising the benefits of the FN2030 outcomes -

e Support communities to create and sustain these spaces, working with Central Saint
Martins to develop a pop-up maker space with access to a workspace, tools and
materials for residents to develop and share skills to support greening activities.

e Enhance biodiversity through increased greening and installation of wildlife features.

Partners and their roles

e Global Generation is an educational charity that works together with local children
and young people, businesses, residents and families in Camden, Islington and
Southwark to co-create gardens with the local community. They have supported the
project by providing training in garden skills and gardening workshops at Levita
House.
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e Residents of Levita House have donated skills and money to support planting, and
many hours of volunteering to maintain the garden going forwards. One resident,
Sylvi, became particularly involved in supporting the project and has been
instrumental in bringing the community on board and securing additional funding.
Another resident who is a landscape architect helped to develop the plans.
Meanwhile, one wealthy resident donated money for additional plants and bulbs.

° Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts London —
What impact has it had?
Quantitative impacts
Phase 2 - Levita House North Courtyard
e 352 sgm of new greening
e 6 new trees
Phase 3 — Walker House

e Converted 1,000 sgm of low value amenity shrub planting to species-rich biodiverse
lawn.

e Refurbished 22 wooden planters for residents to maintain._Each planter is
approximately 0.7sgm. Total 15.4sgm,

Phase 3 — Hadstock House

) 8 new raised growing beds installed._Total area 45sgm.

Qualitative impacts

Alongside the material, quantitative impacts outlined above, the project has also had
qualitative impacts on the area and its residents. Residents of Levita House report being
very pleased with the greening works and now more regularly use the courtyard spaces.
They developed a flag system to notify each other when they will be doing gardening or
maintenance — for example, a blue flag is put out to signify that watering will be done, or a
brown flag to signify weeding. This has brought the community together and helped to
develop a sense of collective ownership and pride over the space. The courtyards
previously suffered from anti-social behaviour, but this has reduced as residents use the
space more and new seating areas encourage community cohesion.

“l take pride and a great sense of ownership in my growing bed. The beds have benefitted
us. | feel a combination of improvements in my memory, physical health and mental
wellbeing. Looking after my bed has become part of my daily routine: good exercise as
some days | visit twice. It gives me something to look forward to as the greening keeps my
mind fresh.” — Dilara, Hadstock House resident.
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What made it work?

Getting the community on board was a crucial factor of the project’s success. Camden
Council carried out extensive community engagement through workshops and meetings to
understand the residents’ issues and challenges. The courtyard designs were then co-
created with the residents, enabling them to take ownership of the space after the works.

What resources were needed?

e Funding — FN2030 funding paid for the main enabling works to be carried out, and
the additional funding acquired from the District Management Committee was critical
in enabling the designs to be fully realised.

e Gardening skills and training capacity — Global Generation provided gardening
skills and training to upskill residents so they could more effectively maintain the
planted areas after the initial works.

e People power — The planting and maintenance works were made possible thanks to
Levita House residents and volunteers who donated their time and labour.

Lessons learned

Levita House residents were overpromised on what was possible within the FN2030 budget
and were then left disappointed when the full plans were not implemented. This should
have been communicated better to manage expectations, and the designs should have
been updated to reflect what was actually feasible within the allocated budget.

This mistake led to residents applying for additional funding to install raised planters which
they would subsequently manage. This had the positive effect of bringing residents together
and granting them more ownership over the gardens, which helped to redress the initial
mistake.

Further information

https://somerstownfn2030.commonplace.is/en-GB/proposals/somers-town-estate-
greening/start

https://somerstownfn2030.commonplace.is/en-GB/proposals/v3/greening-
estates?step=step1
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Levita House North Courtyard. Credit:

Vanessa Berberian photography.

bioregional.com | LinkedIn
Head office: Sustainable Workspaces, County Hall,

Fifth Floor, Belvedere Rd, London SE1 7PB 5


https://www.linkedin.com/company/bioregional-development-group/
https://www.bioregional.com/

